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LAOIS WITHIN IRELAND

Located to the north-west of Europe, the island of Ireland lies between 51° and 55° north in latitude and between 5° and 10° west in longitude. The area of the island as a whole is 84,412 km² (32,591 square miles). Approximately five-sixths of this area is within the Republic of Ireland; the remainder forms Northern Ireland. The greatest distance from north to south is 486 kilometres (302 miles), and the greatest distance from west to east is 275 kilometres (171 miles). The total length of the coastline is 3,169 kilometres (1,970 miles). Winters are generally mild and summers are cool.

Laois itself is the most landlocked of Ireland’s 32 counties. Its land area is 1,719 km² (664 square miles).

Table: Population and area of Laois relative to the Republic of Ireland as a whole

	
	Ireland
	Laois
	Laois (%)

	Population (2006)
	4,239,848
	67,059
	1.58%

	Area
	70,273 km²
	1,719 km²
	2.45%


COUNTY LAOIS

The county of Laois is located in a strategically important position in Ireland. Portlaoise, the county town, is located at the junction of the M7 motorway and the national primary routes N7, N8 and N80. These routes are of major importance in the country’s transportation network. Portlaoise is the crossroads of the national transport network; these roads lead from Dublin, the capital city, to the south and south west, and from the sea ports of the south-east to the cities and towns of the west.

Laois is one of the Midlands counties in Ireland; it has no coastline, and it is surrounded in turn by counties that do not touch the sea. From the ancient round tower of Timahoe, and the elegant magnificence of Emo Court, to the wild and lovely isolation of the Slieve Bloom Mountains, the county boasts a diversity of attractions and activities. The Slieve Blooms form a rugged backdrop to the north and north-west of the county. The centre is dominated by the Rock of Dunamaise, and surrounded by large tracts of pasture and tillage land. This area is bounded on the east by the Castlecomer plateau.

The county’s towns and villages support the development of copious natural and human resources, including its rich heritage. For the archaelogist, the county offers megalithic tombs, standing stones, stone circles, henges, hillforts, ringforts, ecclesiastical sites, tower houses and castle sites. The historian can explore the places which hosted those who made Laois their home through the ages: the Loigse, the monastics, the Vikings, the Huguenots and the Quakers.
Portlaoise is the political, administrative, financial and cultural centre of Laois, and is home to about 20% of the population of the county. Being in the geographic centre of Laois, an extensive road system allows access to all the major centers of population in Ireland. Portlaoise is also served by InterCity trains travelling on two of Ireland’s best-served rail connections, the Dublin-Cork and Dublin-Limerick routes.
The distance from Portlaoise to other major destinations in Ireland can be seen in the table below.

Table: Distance from Portlaoise to major towns and cities
	Destination
	Kilometres
	Miles

	Dublin Airport/Seaports
	84
	52

	Wexford / Rosslare Harbour
	124
	77

	Waterford
	98
	61

	Cork
	184
	115

	Killarney
	220
	138

	Limerick
	110
	69

	Shannon Airport
	135
	84

	Galway
	142
	89

	Sligo
	186
	116


POPULATION

The population of Laois fluctuated between 45,000 and 50,000 persons for most of the 20th century. The population reached a low of 45,069 in 1961; it grew uninterrupted to 58,732 in the 2002 census. Recent rapid growth of the Irish economy and population has seen the population of Laois exceed 67,000 persons.

Table: Population of towns in Laois

	
	Population (2006)
	Population (2002)

	Portlaoise
	14,613
	12,127


	Portarlington (Laois part)
	4,395
	2,756

	Mountmellick
	4,069
	3,361

	Carlow (environs in Laois)
	2,520
	1,199

	Abbeyleix
	1,568
	1,383

	Mountrath
	1,435
	1,331

	Rathdowney
	1,212
	1,111

	Stradbally
	1,056
	1,178


The towns of Portlaoise, Portarlington and Mountmellick are now home to many people working in Dublin. Portlaoise has seen the effects of government decentralisation, with state offices in Portlaoise employing large numbers of people.

EMPLOYMENT

Employment figures for Laois include those who commute to other counties for their work, as well as those who live and work within the county. Service sector activities are the largest employers of residents of Laois, accounting for 79% of those in employment. Manufacturing accounts for 12%, and primary economic activities such as farming, forestry and extraction industries account for 9%. Given that commuters to Dublin work in a more urban environment, it is likely that among those who work in Laois, the proportion employed in the primary sector is greater, and the proportion employed in service provision is smaller.

There is clear evidence of the concentration of employment within and around the largest centers of population. The decentralisation of government departments to Portlaoise has strengthened this trend, and there is no evidence that the direction of economic development will change in the future. New manufacturing and service jobs will almost certainly be based near existing large towns.

LABOUR MARKET

The minimum wage is €8.65 per hour for an experienced adult employee. An experienced adult employee is an employee who has an employment of any kind in any 2 years over the age of 18. This figure is exclusive of overtime or weekend premia and other non-basic expenditures on pay.

Table: Public holidays in Ireland
	New Year’s Day
	1 January

	St. Patrick’s Day
	17 March

	Easter Monday
	March or April (variable)

	First Monday of May
	May (variable)

	First Monday of June
	June (variable)

	First Monday of August
	August (variable)

	Last Monday of October
	October (variable)

	Christmas Day
	25 December

	St. Stephen’s Day
	26 December


Several different trade unions represent the work force in Laois. Ireland’s largest trade union, the Services, Industrial, Professional and Technical Union (SIPTU), has a full-time office at 3 Peppers Court, Peppers Lane, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. Tel: 057 8621899. Fax: 057 8660037. E-mail: laois@siptu.ie.





laoise@siptu.ie.........................................,agfaefhl,

RESIDENTIAL INFORMATION

Throughout County Laois there is a large variety of housing available including private sites, townhouses, apartments and farmhouses. Approximately 700 individual houses per annum have been granted planning permission by Laois County Council in recent years, as well as 70 to 100 new housing developments. The most common format for multiple building is the three bedroom semi-detached two-storey house.
Details of registered builders, auctioneers and estate agents in Laois can be accessed through the Internet, the local business directory, telephone listings or the Golden Pages. The Laois County Development Plan encourages and lays down conditions upon the construction of new housing in the County.
DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES

Laois County Enterprise Board

County Laois is served by a number of industrial development agencies, both local and national.  Within the county, development is promoted by the Laois County Enterprise Board. Almost one thousand new jobs have been created by companies which received grant-aid from the Board, and over 2000 people have participated on training courses offered by the Board.
The board is the primary agency for small enterprise development in Laois.  It strongly promotes an enterprise culture in the county. The Enterprise Board works with teachers and parents in schools, to develop enterprise awareness among students. Board staff and mentors provide free advice and expertise to small businesses. Grants are available for manufacturing companies investing in machinery and equipment.

Laois is a wonderful place to live and work. With its central location, Laois enterprises can target a nation‑wide market within hours.  If you would like to start a business in Laois, please contact the Laois County Enterprise Board. Tel: +353 57 8661800. Fax: +353 57 8666989. Email: admin@laoisenterprise.com. Web: www.laoisenterprise.com. 

IDA Ireland

IDA Ireland is an Irish investment and development agency with responsibility for securing new investment from overseas in the manufacturing and international services sectors. IDA Ireland also encourages existing foreign enterprises in Ireland to expand their businesses.

Over 1,200 companies have chosen Ireland as their base to serve the European market and beyond. The business which IDA Ireland attracts are internationally mobile projects which can operate competitively and profitably from Ireland. These companies are involved in a wide range of activities in sectors like electronics, software, pharmaceuticals, healthcare, financial and international services

IDA Ireland markets Ireland as an attractive location for overseas investment through its network of offices abroad, emphasising the stability and growing competitiveness of the Irish economy, the favourable tax regime, financial incentives, the skills base and Ireland's active participation in Europe. Ireland provides investors with a unique investment environment through a combination of:

· A skilled and flexible workforce;
· One of the lowest corporate tax rates in the world; and
· The youngest and one of the best educated populations in the world.
IDA Ireland provides its services through teams of industry specialists both within Ireland and in 12 international offices based world‑wide.

The IDA has developed Portlaoise Business and Technology Park, a 40-acre facility adjacent to the N7 primary route to Dublin. The park has been fully landscaped and has a services infrastructure to suit the needs of both manufacturing and international services clients. The park is within walking distance of Portlaoise town and there are designs in place for high specification office and technology building as well as greenfield sites for future development.
Contact: IDA Midlands Regional Office, Athlone Business and Technology Park, Garrycastle, Dublin Road, Athlone, Co. Westmeath. Tel: +353 90 6471500. Fax: +353 90 6471550. Email: idaireland@ida.ie. Web: www.idaireland.ie.

Enterprise Ireland
Enterprise Ireland is a national organisation which provides services in research and development, productivity, best use of resources and marketplace results. Enterprise Ireland works with start-up companies with high potential and gives assistance in the development of new sectors and market niches.
Contact: Head Office, Enterprise Ireland, Glasnevin, Dublin 9. Tel: +353 1 808 2000. Fax: +353 1 808 2020. Email: client.service@enterprise-ireland.com. Web: www.enterprise-ireland.com.
COMMUNICATIONS

Telephone
Telephone communications in County Laois are supplied by several competing landline and mobile telephony providers.

Landline Telephony
Eircom is Ireland’s main landline telephone service provider. It is Ireland’s designated “universal service provider” – on receipt of a reasonable request, the firm must provide telephone lines to any premises within the state. Eircom provides the full range of communication services in the Laois area ranging from “plain old telephony” (POTs) to state-of-the-art broadband capability.
Mobile Telephony
Ireland has several mobile telephone service providers which compete for business customers. The leading providers are Vodafone, O2, Meteor and 3. These firms offer comprehensive coverage across the county of 2G and (in some cases) 3G services. Investment in stations is ongoing.
Broadband Internet
Laois County Council has implemented the county’s share of the national broadband strategy. Portlaoise has a completed Metropolitan Area Network (MAN) broadband project, and similar projects in Mountmellick and Portarlington are under way. MANs involve the installation of a fibre network to provide infrastructure and capacity for heavy broadband users. Certain other parts of the county, such as Abbeyleix and Durrow, enjoy a wireless broadband service.

ELECTRICITY

Laois is part of the national grid for electricity, which is owned and operated by the Electricity Supply Board (ESB). It can supply to demand for any development in the county. The ESB also generates electricity in its network of power stations across the country, in competition with other suppliers.
LAOIS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Laois Chamber of Commerce is a countywide business representative organisation that endeavours to provide effective service to the membership:-

· To formulate and pursue policies on behalf of the membership. 

· To development strategies that lead to the greatest economic growth of the county. 

· To be an active lobbyist on behalf of the membership .
· To liase with other bodies‑Government Departments, State Agencies, Voluntary Organisations etc - in the promotion of the economic development of the county.
· To identify and provide necessary services to the membership and afford networking opportunities with fellow members at local and national level. 

· To promote Laois as the ideal location for industrial/commercial/retail/ residential and tourism activity.

Contact details:

Laois Chamber of Commerce Limited, Coliseum Lane, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. Tel: 057 8621598. Fax: 057 8663452. Email: admin@laoischamber.ie. Web: www.laoischamber.ie.

CIVIC ADMINISTRATION

Laois County Council provides services including housing, roads, water supply and sewerage, development incentives and controls, environmental protection, recreation and amenities. The offices of Laois County Council are located at County Hall, Portlaoise. The County Council levies rates annually from commercial entities. Tel: 057 8664000. Fax: 057 8622313. Email: corpaffairs@laoiscoco.ie Web: www.laois.ie.

WATER AND SEWERAGE

Water and sewerage treatment are supplied by Laois County Council. The Council currently supplies approximately 24,500 m³/day to 19,700 properties throughout the county. 14,900 properties in the county are connected to the public waste water system. The Council is, at time of writing, in the process of enacting a €134 million investment programme to improve the water supply and sewerage in the main towns and villages of Laois, including Portlaoise, Portarlington, Mountmellick and the Emo/Ballybrittas/Killenard area.

The present charge for metered commercial water supplies is €5.18 per 1000 gallons, i.e. €1.14 per 1000 litres, with a standing charge of €60 per annum. Separate charges exist for the discharge of waste water. Trade effluent waste is subject to licence, and the licence holder may incur the costs of monitoring and treatment.
Garbage disposal in County Laois is by landfill.  Residential pickup takes place once weekly by private contract.  Commercial and industrial pickup is also provided by private contractors.

EDUCATION

County Laois is well served by primary and secondary education services.  There are over sixty primary schools dotted throughout the county, ranging from large urban schools with enrolments of up to five hundred pupils, to the very smallest rural schools with two teachers.

There are twelve secondary schools in the county, with enrolments in 2007 which average between 300 and 600 pupils.

Clonaslee Vocational School, Clonaslee. 057 8648044

Coláiste Íosagáin, Portarlington. 057 8623407

Mountmellick Community School, Mountmellick. 057 8624220

Heywood Community School, Ballinakill, Portlaoise. 057 8733333

Portlaoise College, Mountrath Road, Portlaoise. 057 8621480

Scoil Chriost Ri, Presentation College, Portlaoise. 057 8621441

St Fergal’s College, Rathdowney. 0505 46357

St Mary’s CBS, Tower Hill, Portlaoise. 057 8622849

St Mary’s Knockbeg College, Knockbeg, Co. Carlow. 059 9142127

Bridigine Secondary School, Mountrath. 057 8732613

Patrician College, Ballyfin. 057 8755245

St Aengus Post-Primary, Limerick Road, Mountrath. 057 8732107

Education statistics for Ireland for 2006/2007 show an average pupil/teacher ratio of 16.6 at primary level (ages 5-12) and 13.1 at secondary level (ages 13-18).

HEALTH

Health services in Laois are managed by the Health Service Executive.  Policy on public health services in Ireland has traditionally been that such services should be provided free of charge to the needy, but that those who can afford to should contribute towards the costs of their care.  Since 1991, there is universal coverage for acute hospital services, with very modest charges for approximately two-thirds of the population.  

Acute services are provided at the Midland Regional Hospital at Portlaoise.  The hospital has 202 beds, serving several specialities including an oncology unit. It is a significant maternity hospital, with 2,154 live births in 2007.

There are smaller health centres in towns and villages across County Laois, and the county is well served by General Practitioners. The HSE also provides geriatric and disability care services.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Police

The Garda Síochána is Ireland’s national law enforcement agency. The local Garda Divisional Headquarters is located in Portlaoise and other Garda stations are located in the county’s major towns.

Courts

Five district court venues exist at Portlaoise, Portarlington, Abbeyleix, Mountrath and Rathdowney.

The circuit court sits at Portlaoise as part of the Midland Circuit of the Judiciary.

FIRE SERVICES

Fire and rescue services are the responsibility of Laois County Council. The fire services HQ is situated in Portlaoise. There are also part-time crews based throughout the county. Emergency call out number: 112.

TRANSPORT

Road

Laois County Council is responsible for 2,278 km (1,415 miles) of roadway and 28 km (17 miles) of motorway in the county. This includes the main national roads and motorways linking Portlaoise with the urban centres of Dublin, Limerick and Cork, as well as the local regional road network.

Rail

The Irish Rail network serves County Laois. There are two main stations: one at Portarlington, serving Dublin, the West and the South, and one at Portlaoise, serving Dublin and the South. Portarlington is situated 17km (11 miles) from Portlaoise, giving easy rail access to Dublin and the West for businesses based in the town.

Iarnrod Éireann (Irish Rail) operates a same-day courier service (FasTrack) using a rail and van network, in conjunction with a comprehensive passenger service and a freight service by contract. Information on Iarnrod Éireann services is available at www.irishrail.ie.

ACCOMMODATION

County Laois offers a choice of hotels for holidays or business:

Comfort Inn Portlaoise, Togher Roundabout, Midway, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

★★★ - 90 bedrooms

Leisure centre, 8 meeting suites.

057 8695900 | www.comfortportlaoise.com
Killeshin Hotel, Dublin Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

★★★★ - 91 bedrooms

Leisure centre, 11 conference rooms.

057 8631200 | www.thekilleshin.com
Castle Arms Hotel, Durrow, Co. Laois.

★★ - 14 bedrooms

3 conference rooms.

057 8736117 | www.castlearmshotel.ie
The Heritage Golf & Spa Resort, Killenard, Co. Laois.

★★★★★ - 98 bedrooms

Leisure centre, conference catering for up to 400.

057 8645500 | www.theheritage.com
Castle Durrow, Durrow, Co. Laois.

Luxury country house - 26 bedrooms

Salon, conference catering for up to 160.

057 8736555 | www.castledurrow.com
Portlaoise Heritage Hotel, Jessop Street, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

★★★★ - 110 bedrooms

Leisure centre, conference catering for up to 500.

057 8678588 | www.theheritagehotel.com
Abbeyleix Manor Hotel, Abbeyleix, Co. Laois.

★★★ - 46 bedrooms

Conference catering for up to 300.

057 8730111 | www.abbeyleixmanorhotel.com
LEISURE AND RECREATION

Leisure activities

County Laois offers a range of leisure and recreation activities including angling, scenic and mountain walks, rodeo riding, swimming, gymnastics, badminton, tennis and other team and individual sports. Every town and village in the county can boast a G.A.A. team, organised at parish level, playing Gaelic football or hurling or both. There are also soccer clubs throughout the county, and rugby clubs in Portlaoise and Portarlington. Portlaoise, Portarlington and Ballinakill have public swimming pools.  

Other attractions on offer in Laois include the Slieve Bloom Mountains, with the 70Km Slieve Bloom Way signposted throughout, and equestrian centers in Portlaoise, Timahoe and Borris-in-Ossory. In the artistic field, Laois has the Dunamaise Arts Centre and Theatre in Portlaoise, the Concert Hall, Mountmellick, and a full-time arts office.

Golf

The golf enthusiast is well catered for in Laois, with seven courses in the county to choose from. All these high-quality courses welcome visitors and are convenient to access from any part of the county.

	Abbeyleix Golf Club
	057 8731450

	The Heath Golf Club
	057 8646533

	The Heritage Golf & Spa Resort, Killenard
	057 8645500

	Mountrath Golf Club
	057 8732558

	Portarlington Golf Course
	057 8623115

	Portlaoise Golf Club
	057 8661557

	Rathdowney Golf Club
	0505 46170


Angling

There are plenty of well-stocked rivers and lakes for anglers in Laois. Two of the country’s major rivers, the Nore and the Barrow, flow from their sources in the Slieve Bloom Mountains through Laois. These rivers provide for a rich variety of course fishing. The Nore and Barrow drain almost the entire county. The development of small, well-stocked lakes at Grantstown, Emo, Heath and Ballyfin provides the opportunity for competition or leisure angling. This pastime is further enhanced by the canals flowing through the county, with good stocks of bream, tench, hybrids, pike and perch. Other rivers of note include the Erkina, Owenass, Owenbeg, Whitehorse, Glorian, Delour, Triogue and Silver.
Heritage

The Laois Heritage Trail includes the county’s foremost heritage sites. The visitor can enjoy the architectural, natural and cultural heritage of the county’s towns and villages, some of which have their own heritage trails particular to their own areas.  Laois Heritage is further enhanced by a number of fine houses and castles which have survived through time and are still in use as schools or private residences.  Ballaghmore Castle and Emo Court can be visited, and the remains of Lea Castle can be seen near Portarlington.
MEDIA

Newspapers

Laois is served by the full range of national daily and Sunday newspapers. There are two weekly publications for the county: the Leinster Express and the Laois Nationalist. Each is based in Portlaoise.
Radio

In addition to national radio stations, the county is served by Midlands 103, a local station with a cachement area including Laois, Offaly and Westmeath.

Television

Through cable connection, all major television channels are available in the County.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS

The first three digits comprise the area code and can be dropped for local calls between landlines within the 057 area (Portlaoise, Tullamore and Birr). When calling from outside Ireland, the initial zero should be dropped. For instance, Laois County Council can be contacted at +353 57 8664000.

	Laois County Council
	057 8664000

	Garda Divisional HQ
	057 8674100

	Midland Regional Hospital at Portlaoise
	057 8621364

	Laois Tourism
	057 8664132

	Laois County Enterprise Board
	057 8661800

	Laois Chamber of Commerce
	057 8621598

	Enterprise Ireland
	090 6487100

	IDA Ireland
	090 6471500

	Leinster Express
	057 8621666

	Laois Nationalist
	057 8670216

	Midlands 103
	057 8660922

	Emergency
	112/999

	
	


