Education, Training & Development Update

Developing Craft Enterprises

(1) The key item this month has been the launch of three business enterprise opportunities:

The Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Fund, the Programme of regional workshops for craft enterprises and the revamped CCoI mentoring service. 

The CPD fund is open to all makers who are interested in furthering their own development with workshops, master classes or research into their discipline. 

The mentoring service available to CCOI clients is a series of one on one mentoring sessions with a business or craft expert. CCOI clients can avail of up to a maximum of 5 individual sessions based on specific business requirements. 

The regional workshops address key themes such as Selling and Marketing your craft product, Managing your Business Finances and Innovating your Craft Business. Workshops will be delivered in three locations nationwide: Dublin, Cork and Galway.

Follow up from the Making it in Business Programme the curriculum for the second programme will be complete soon. Recruitment to take place in early July, with the programme commencing end of September.

Building on previously successful programmes, the CCoI/CEB Craft Business Training programme content and timetable are being developed and will be complete in June. The training programme will commence at the beginning of October.

 (2) Touring shows:

? Shanghai Expo - 5 Makers are representing Irish craft in the Irish Pavilion in Shanghai

- Cormac Boydell, Alison Kay, Angela O'Kelly, Rachel McKnight and Mandy Parslow will have their work on display for six months, starting in May 2010. 

? European Baskets - A selection of work from this show opened in Draíocht Art Centre in Dublin on April 9th, until 29th May. During the run of the exhibition, a basketmaking workshop will also be held. Draíocht will supply feedback and visitor numbers following the event. The website is 
http://www.draiocht.ie/events/european_baskets
? The Light Fantastic - This glass exhibition has now been returned from the US and is being reunited with the makers, with a codicil that CCoI can have the work again for exhibition during the Year of Craft, pending a suitable venue.

 ? The National Craft Gallery is now closed to the public on Mondays as previously agreed

(3) Year of Irish Craft 2011. 

Please note that CCOI will be promoting 2011 as the Year of Irish Craft. They have appointed a person to coordinate this initiative, Maureen Kennelly, who may be contacting you in due course to see how your craft workers can link in. 

